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There will be a short business meeting on April 1 at the Mountain Springs Trout Park event.  
There will be NO usual monthly meeting in April due to the MSU Basic Fly Fishing Class.  

Missouri Trout Fishermen’s Association - Springfield Chapter 
Calendar of Events for April, 2017 

April 1, 2017  Picnic and fishing at Mountain Springs Trout Park 12 noon - 5:00 pm 
April 4, 2017  Branson MTFA Monthly Meeting, @ 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
April 6, 2017  MSU Fly Fishing Class, @ 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm, Kemper Hall, Room 102 
April 11, 2017  Branson outing (Springfield invited), white bass fishing at Kissee Mill Park 
April 13-15, 2017 Fishing/camping trip to North Fork River, Arkansas 
April 20, 2017  MSU Fly Fishing Class, @ 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm, Kemper Hall, Room 102 
April 27, 2017  MSU Fly Fishing Class, @ 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm, Kemper Hall, Room 102 

********************* 

Club Notes from President Harry Morgan:
 
No program for April and May due to the fact we have a class this spring. However, at the Mountain 
Springs Trout Park on April 1, we will have a short business meeting to vote in money for the Branson 
show coming up in July.  During the March meeting, Jerry Jester made a motion to set aside $400 of 
our general fund for seed money for a Fly Fishing Fair in Branson on July 28 and 29, 2017.  Ralph 
Eichholz seconded the motion.  Since the voting on all motions on financial matters over $100 must 
wait until the next monthly meeting, no vote was taken at during that meeting.  The motion was then 
left in tabled status until voted on. 



 

 

 
 
Club notes from president continued: 

Branson Fly Fishing Expo:  This will be similar to the Sowbug Roundup or the Tri-Lakes Fly Fishing 
Fair.  It will be a collaboration between the Springfield Chapter and the Branson Group/Chapter and it 
envisioned to continue on an annual basis.  It is scheduled to be at the Lions Club Community Building 
in Branson on July 28 and 29, 2017.  We have made good progress with the planning phase. We have 
had two planning meetings as well as other discussions.  We have been able to schedule some very fine 
tiers for the show but much work remains. Your support is greatly appreciated.
 

Our fishing outing at Mountain Springs Trout Park will be April the 1st. Everyone is asked to bring a 
covered dish. Hot dogs, napkins, drinks, briquettes, paper plates, and condiments, will be provided. 
Fishing hours will be from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm The club is picking up the cost. Barbless hooks only 
please. All fish have to be released alive. Bring a large landing net with a long handle and mark it so 
you know it is yours or not. This event will take place rain or shine. There is a large shelter on location. 
There will be a fire there for cooking so if you don't want hot dogs you will have to bring your choice 
of meat and cook it yourself. We all have a great time at Mountain Springs. Bring a rain coat if there is 
whether in the area.  Also bring a chair if you don't want to sit on a bench.

***************** 

The Branson "Group" will hold a fishing outing on April 11 at Kissee Mill Park (Springfield is 
invited).  White bass are the prey.  Canoes and kayaks may be appropriate depending on water level 
and speed.  Times and more plans will follow.  Directions to Kissee Mill Park from Springfield are as 
follows: south on US 65 approximately 27 miles to US 160.  Go east on US 160 toward Forsythe, MO, 
approximately 14.5 miles, turn right at Sinclair Station to stay on on US 160, travel another 3 miles on 
US 160 to Kissee Mills bridge.  You'll figure it out from there because the park is below the bridge.  If 
you reach Slough Hollow Rd, you've gone too far.  Information from Howard Hawkins. 

*****************

Fishing/camping trip to North Fork River, Arkansas: We'll be camping at the Dam Quarry Park, just 
below Norfork Dam in Mtn. Home, AR. Dates are April 13th-15th.  More info will follow.  If you are 
interested, direct your questions to me at jbush002@gmail.com or 417-772-4180.  Information from 
John Bush 

*****************

MSU Basic Fly Fishing Class: We need mentors to assist the students in casting and fly tying.  You 
don't have to be an expert. You'll have lots of fun and you'll learn something, too.  Club members may 
audit the class for free.  Contact Ralph Eichholz at 417-343-2591. 

Our first session with the MSU Class is March 30 at 6 pm. We will meet in room 102 Kemper Hall. 
This is the first building west of the football stadium. I will have someone outside the building to hand 
out parking permits. We have a limited number, so if possible please share rides. The parking is in lot 
4, which is the lot between Kemper Hall and the stadium. 



 

 

 
 
MSU Fly Fishing class continued: 
What's going on the first night: 
Kim Schultz will give intro to casting and students practice. 
Tool kits handed out. 
Video on jam knot, pinch wrap, thread base, whip finish. 
Ralph Eichholz will demo woolly bugger and students will tie. 
Larry Wegmann will discuss Trout Food and Fishing Flies. 
 
Each class night will have casting instruction and practice, fly tying, and discussions about fishing 
knowledge.  Flies will include scuds, sow bugs, soft hackles, Griffith’s gnats, elk hair caddis, 
cracklebacks, chili peppers and Clouser minnows.  As of March 26, we have 18 students signed up.  
Information from Ralph Eichholz 

*****************
MTFA-State Council Pre-derby Meeting:   Saturday the 11th, the State Council held the annual pre-
derby meeting. The State Council is the “administrative glue” that makes the St Louis, Kansas City, 
Springfield, and (soon to be) Branson chapters into a single club. Its primary fund raiser is a trout 
fishing derby held at Bennett Spring State Park. This year it will be on May 20 and 21.  Tags will be 
attached to the gill covers of a certain number of selected trout which will be released during the 
Friday night and Saturday night stocking process. We will sell (take donations) chances for prizes if a 
tagged fish is caught. If you don’t “buy in” and you catch a tagged fish you get nothing, but if you did 
buy in you get a prize. Some of the prizes are pretty nice. Two years ago, the grand prize was a kayak. 
During that weekend we have a business meeting, a presentation (this year by a fly fishing expert), and 
a picnic. It’s lots of fun. I’ll be camping out in the park that weekend. So what about the meeting 
Saturday? Springfield was represented by John Bush, Kim Schultz, Lezley Chastain, and myself.  Kim 
distributed the new by-laws which were revised at the December meeting, we paid our dues, paid our 
insurance, discussed the Branson group, and made a few plans for the derby. This year is St. Louis’ 
turn to run the derby so most of the details will be worked out by their chapter. Mark you calendars to 
attend the MTFA-State derby.  Submitted by Bob Randall 

***************** 

Trout Fishing for Women, June 30th 9am-2pm: Ladies, whether you’ve fished your whole life or you’re new 
to the sport, all you need is an interest to participate.  Roaring River State Park is our destination and catching, 
cleaning, and cooking trout is our goal. Come ready to learn how to cast your line, cook your catch, and 
everything in between. Spin-cast equipment and basic instruction will be provided. We will meet at Roaring 
River Hatchery at 9am. For this program, fishing permit and daily trout fishing tag requirements will be waived. 
Ages 17-adult. Registration begins June 1. Call 417-888-4237.  Submitted by Sam Stewart 

***************** 

MDC’s Missouri Outdoor Recreational Access Program:  Hunters, anglers, and wildlife viewers now 
have access to new places through the Missouri Outdoor Recreational Access Program (MRAP). 
MRAP lands are privately owned properties that the landowner has allowed walk-in public access. 
This new program allows for different types of recreation. One of those activities is fishing! Currently 
the landowners involved in the project are limited; however, the southwest region of the state has a 
couple areas with ponds that can be fished. These areas are in Jasper County. If you’re interested, you 
can learn more by visiting the MDC website. The site listed below will take you directly to the MRAP 



 

 

portion of the website where you can view the different accessible lands and look at maps of the areas. 
http://short.mdc.mo.gov/Zk4 

There is a proposal to let a jet boat company operate out of Branson Landing      

The jet boat company has a website at http://bransonjetboats.com/ ; however, it doesn't say much in terms of their tour 
route. Their website says they will travel "at speeds up to 30 mph up & down Lake Taneycomo".  KOLR 10 TV had this 
report: http://www.ozarksfirst.com/news/coming-attraction-making-waves-with-taneycomo-businesses/677453661    You 
may join the conversation on our Facebook page if you want.  Information by Bob Randall 

***************** 

Trout vision:  Ever wonder how trout see or do you just presume that every critter sees like a human?  
Some animals see colors we can't see, some have telescopic vision like hawks, insects have compound 
vision, some have great night vision, etc. Their brains interpret all that visual information and 
everything looks normal to them. 
Trout have binocular vision in front of them (think depth vision) and monocular vision to the side. 
They can't see behind them any more than you can see the back of your head.  However, they have 
sensors along their lateral lines that indicate water pressure, water movement, etc., so sneaking up 
behind them is not a task for the heavy-footed fisher.  When it comes to looking up, there is also a 
degree of binocular vision but things get a little weird from our point of view.  The trout think nothing 
of it.  Because of the refraction of light as it enters the water, the angles change (think directions from 
which the light is coming).  A trout looking straight up at a heron, sees it pretty clearly in the right 
proportions.  But a trout looking at a fly fisher standing on the bank sees a vertically compressed image 
similar to the short-fat version of a fun house mirror.  The further away from the vertical, the shorter 
and fatter the image gets to the point where it disappears.  It disappears because the angle of the light 
entering the water decreases to the point where it bounces off the surface instead of continuing through 
to the pupil of the trout's eyes.  Beyond that angle, the trout sees the reflection of the creek/lake bed as 
light from a different source bounces off the bottom, hits the water's surface, and reflects again to the 
fish's eyes.  That's all perfectly normal and a trout's little brain converts all of this information without 
effort.  It's not because of the fish's eyes but because of the physical reflection of light off of the water's 
surface.  That's just a fraction of what there is to say about trout vision.  More next time ... if I feel like 
writing more.  Submitted by Bob Randall

***************** 

2017 MTFA -Springfield Chapter Officers 
 

President  Harry Morgan 417-890-1727  h.topwater@gmail.com 
President Elect Sam Stewart  573-776-5138  sam.stewart@mdc.mo.gov 
Secretary  Bob Randall  417-224-1104  bobbyleensandy@hotmail.com 
Treasurer  Pat Collins  417-655-0746  pcollns5@aol.com 
Branson  Howard Hawkins 417-234-6806  pdgpcc@yahoo.com

***************** 

If you would like to submit an article for the MTFA newsletter, please put MTFA in the email subject 
line and send to Eve. Send Articles to: ekanderson@hotmail.com 

The web sites: MTFA-Springfield.org   E-mail: MTFA_Springfield@yahoo.com 


